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Data



17 Categories of Colleges

SAT percentile in 1970       Illustrative example Share of all 4-year
 college students, 2013

Private Colleges and Universities
   0-25  Iowa Wesleyan 5.3
   25-50  Gonzaga University 5.1
   50-60  Ohio Northern University 3.0
   60-70  Texas Christian University 3.1
   70-80  University of the Pacific 2.7
   80-85  Lewis & Clark College 1.1
   85-90  Tulane University 1.7
   90-95  Colorado College 2.4
   95-98  Northwestern University 1.5
   98-99  Weslyan University 1.0
   99+  Amherst College 0.8

Public  Colleges and Universities
   0-50  University of South Carolina 37.9
   50-80  University of Michigan-Flint 20.0
   80-90  University of North Carolina Chapel Hill 7.1
   90+  Stony Brook University 4.0

Historically Black  Colleges and Universities (HBCUs)
  Private Howard University 0.9
  Public Winston-Salem State University 2.3

100.0



Sample of 188 Colleges Using Freshman Survey
Type and Example Number of ---Number of students--------
1970 SAT colleges 1972 1989 or 2008 or

in sample 1990 2009

Private colleges and universities
   0-25 pct Iowa Wesleyan College 14 3,167 3,550 3,936
   25-50 pct Gonzaga University 24 6,052 5,567 9,171
   50-60 pct Ohio Northern University 10 7,065 6,823 8,601
   60-70 pct Texas Christian University 12 7,055 6,053 7,063
   70-80 pct University of the Pacific 19 8,327 9,239 10,517
   80-85 pct Lewis & Clark College 13 5,324 3,970 5,815
   85-90 pct Tulane University 8 3,392 3,733 4,470
   90-95 pct Colorado College 20 8,007 8,782 10,028
   95-98 pct Northwestern University 12 8,121 7,082 8,958
   98-99 pct Wesleyan University 9 4,441 4,889 4,052
   99+ pct Amherst College 9 3,534 3,596 2,544

Public colleges and universities
   0-50 pct University of North Dakota 7 6,752 8,155 9,441
   50-80 pct University of Michigan-Flint 7 7,689 9,623 10,241
   80-90 pct UNC Chapel Hill 5 11,951 12,082 12,052
   90+ pct Stony Brook University 6 6,434 6,820 10,601

Historically Black Colleges and Universities
  Private Howard University 8 2,307 3,230 3,077
  Public Winston-Salem State Univ. 5 1,833 1,947 2,342

Total 188 101,451 105,141 122,909

Source: HERI Freshman Survey, selected institutions. For each institution, data
  collected for 1972, either 1989 or 1990, and either 2008 or 2009. [C-19]



Students’ Scholastic Readiness



High School Grades of Entering Students, by College Category, 1972



Share of First-Year Students with A or A+ Grade Average in H.S.

   0-25    25-50    50-60    60-70    70-80    80-85    85-90    90-95    95-98    98-99    99+    0-50    50-80    80-90    90+ Priv Pub
Private Public HBCU

1972 -0.04 -0.04 0.00 -0.01 0.02 0.04 0.04 0.08 0.15 0.21 0.29 -0.03 0.01 0.00 0.14 -0.06 -0.08
1989/90 -0.02 -0.03 0.02 0.00 0.06 0.06 0.05 0.12 0.19 0.24 0.28 -0.06 0.02 0.04 0.18 -0.05 -0.11
2008/09 -0.02 -0.05 0.03 0.02 0.03 -0.01 0.07 0.18 0.22 0.27 0.38 -0.05 0.01 0.05 0.09 -0.08 -0.17
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Hours per Week Studying (minus National Av.) as Senior in High School

   0-25    25-50    50-60    60-70    70-80    80-85    85-90    90-95    95-98    98-99    99+    0-50    50-80    80-90    90+ Priv Pub
Private Public HBCU

1989/90 0.45 0.25 0.37 0.14 1.47 2.19 1.77 2.99 3.54 4.32 4.06 -1.11 -0.15 0.93 0.63 0.99 -0.93
2008/09 0.08 0.19 1.03 0.97 1.46 1.52 1.39 3.60 4.27 5.35 5.35 -1.09 -0.22 0.58 0.93 0.08 -1.82
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Hours per Week Watching TV (minus National Av.) as Senior in High School

   0-25    25-50    50-60    60-70    70-80    80-85    85-90    90-95    95-98    98-99    99+    0-50    50-80    80-90    90+ Priv Pub
Private Public HBCU

1989/90 0.44 0.42 0.08 -0.23 -0.11 0.29 -0.05 -0.34 -0.39 -0.91 -0.80 -0.07 -0.18 -0.05 0.19 1.42 1.78
2008/09 0.34 0.30 0.05 -0.21 0.20 0.09 0.17 -0.11 -0.16 -0.76 -0.57 -0.13 -0.08 -0.17 0.04 1.47 1.67
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Hours per Week Working for Pay (minus National Av.) as Senior in High School
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   85-
90

   90-
95

   95-
98

   98-
99    99+    0-50    50-

80
   80-

90    90+ Priv Pub

Private Public HBCU
1989/90 -0.56 -0.50 -0.01 -0.13 -1.34 -1.74 -1.24 -3.32 -3.12 -4.94 -4.65 1.00 0.30 0.24 -1.97 -0.55 -0.33
2008/09 0.13 0.46 -0.72 -0.22 -1.45 -1.85 -1.61 -3.23 -3.78 -4.83 -4.99 0.98 0.47 -0.38 -2.69 -0.47 0.15
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   0-25    25-50    50-60    60-70    70-80    80-85    85-90    90-95    95-98    98-99    99+    0-50    50-80    80-90    90+ Priv Pub
Private Public HBCU

1972 -0.087 -0.068 -0.027 -0.064 -0.035 0.00601 0.09201 0.01401 0.09301 0.06001 0.16201 -0.025 0.00701 0.05301 0.28901 -0.073 -0.09
1989/90 -0.078 -0.064 -0.046 -0.094 -0.031 0.04301 0.06701 0.02701 0.14201 0.11201 0.17701 -0.033 -0.013 0.04401 0.38101 0.03101 0.00701
2008/09 -0.0968 -0.0848 0.00419 -0.0778 -0.0328 0.00319 0.06019 0.06119 0.16119 0.11119 0.19119 -0.0558 0.03219 0.09519 0.29419 0.06419 -0.0228
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Share of First-Year Students Planning to Major in STEM Field, 
Relative to All First-Yr Students 



Resources



Average Compensation, Full Professors, 1970/71
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Av. Compensation, Full Professors, 8 Groups of Colleges

  0-50    &
HBCUs   50-90   90-95   95-98   98-100   0-50    &

HBCUs   50-90   90-100

Private Universities Public Universities
1970/71 $86,409.90 $104,666.32 $110,971.52 $124,470.38 $129,715.16 $94,950.58 $114,468.04 $128,473.23
1990/91 $90,222.83 $113,936.55 $119,719.95 $141,693.30 $148,851.15 $102,485.78 $130,001.55 $142,133.60
2011/12 $100,660.00 $118,385.00 $137,535.00 $164,110.00 $176,135.00 $113,820.00 $140,230.00 $165,466.67

 $-

 $20,000

 $40,000

 $60,000

 $80,000

 $100,000

 $120,000

 $140,000

 $160,000

 $180,000

Av
er

ag
e 

co
m

pe
ns

at
io

n



Expenditures per Student, 1989/90 and 2012/13

   0-25    25-50    50-60    60-70    70-80    80-85    85-90    90-95    95-98    98-99    99+    0-50    50-80    80-90    90+ Priv Pub
Private Public HBCU

1989/90 14,147 16,239 17,392 17,688 19,354 20,122 23,523 24,923 27,219 32,115 39,607 11,912 14,711 19,259 22,774 14,214 14,279
2012/13 19,302 21,796 24,003 24,239 25,667 28,587 31,120 37,062 45,553 53,583 60,664 14,030 16,433 20,352 26,681 18,164 17,039
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Donations per Student

   0-25    25-50    50-60    60-70    70-80    80-85    85-90    90-95    95-98    98-99    99+    0-50    50-80    80-90    90+ Priv Pub
Private Public HBCU

1990 1,988 1,825 1,859 1,388 2,187 2,034 2,366 5,191 5,983 9,980 17,618 840 1,553 2,112 3,277 3,376 264
2009 2,217 2,556 3,730 2,500 5,143 3,783 5,713 9,939 15,434 22,121 29,492 746 1,274 2,388 1,596 2,970 286
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Endowment per Student

   0-25    25-50    50-60    60-70    70-80    80-85    85-90    90-95    95-98    98-99    99+    0-50    50-80    80-90    90+ Priv Pub
Private Public HBCU

1970 9,171 6,332 7,001 8,061 14,233 16,944 12,819 44,093 70,286 163,96 224,03 943 3,808 1,662 908 19,534 559
1990 10,811 11,674 14,515 16,229 24,115 28,111 23,425 84,828 80,756 189,73 310,59 1,238 4,127 1,287 1,135 18,677 790
2013 18,745 21,194 33,852 29,004 56,403 69,299 52,920 188,24 256,61 522,62 1,010, 8,348 17,234 13,631 40,350 33,769 4,338
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Net Assets per Student 2012/13
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Socioeconomic Status/Family Income



Concern about the Rich-Poor Gap
“America’s Top Colleges Have a Rich-Kid Problem,” Atlantic Monthly

“Generations Later, Poor are Still Rare at Elite Colleges,” New York Times

“The Rich-Poor Gap Widens for Colleges and Students, Chronicle of Higher 
Education

“A Bigger Affluence Gap Than Expected at Elite Colleges,” New York Times

“As Wealthy Fill Top Colleges, New Efforts to Level the Playing Field,” New York 
Times



Average Family Income, by College Category, 1972
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Students’ Av. Family Income, by Category, Minus Nat. Mean
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1,972 -7,17 22,03 -1,43 6,790 26,43 32,86 32,27 59,85 42,98 64,16 56,28 -11,5 -360 -1,64 1,114 -33,8 -60,4
1989/90 6,051 -5,42 7,319 10,47 49,71 21,32 59,20 75,29 68,71 82,79 74,51 -20,1 11,44 -4,31 -11,0 -42,8 -62,5
2008/09 -18,7 -2,40 10,94 3,717 35,14 36,50 40,17 91,79 92,95 99,80 83,06 -21,9 23,64 -1,47 -7,24 -64,8 -97,2

-100,000

-80,000

-60,000

-40,000

-20,000

0

20,000

40,000

60,000

80,000

100,000

Av
er

ag
e 

fo
r c

ol
le

ge
 g

ro
up

 m
in

us
 U

.S
. a

ve
ra

ge



Share of Students from Most Affluent 10% of Families; Chetty et al.

   0-25    25-50    50-60    60-70    70-80    80-85    85-90    90-95    95-98    98-99    99+    0-50    50-80    80-90    90+ Priv Pub
Private Public HBCU

Pct top 10 % 0.151 0.197 0.288 0.216 0.323 0.329 0.374 0.427 0.508 0.508 0.537 0.163 0.212 0.277 0.340 0.095 0.034
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Attended a Private H.S., 1972 and 2008/09

   0-25    25-50    50-60    60-70    70-80    80-85    85-90    90-95    95-98    98-99    99+    0-50    50-80    80-90    90+ Priv Pub
Private Public HBCU

1972 0.05 0.08 0.03 0.20 0.06 0.19 0.11 0.17 0.08 0.15 0.09 -0.05 -0.01 -0.07 -0.03 0.01 -0.12
2008/09 0.02 0.06 0.03 0.10 0.09 0.19 0.09 0.17 0.14 0.20 0.15 -0.06 0.04 -0.07 -0.02 -0.02 -0.14

-0.15

-0.10

-0.05

0.00

0.05

0.10

0.15

0.20

Pc
t o

f f
irs

t-
ye

ar
 s

tu
de

nt
s w

ho
 a

tt
en

de
d 

pr
iv

at
e 

h.
s.



Pct. of First-Year Students from top 10% Families in Elite Colleges   
Freshman Survey Sample

Survey wave
1972 1989/90 2008/09

Of those enrolled, percentage from richest 10% of families 
    18 highly selective private colleges 19.8 20.4 20.6
    56 selective private and public colleges 15.2 15.3 15.6



Diversity



Changing racial, ethnic, national composition



English not their native language: first-year students

   0-25    25-50    50-60    60-70    70-80    80-85    85-90    90-95    95-98    98-99    99+    0-50    50-80    80-90    90+ Priv Pub
Private Public HBCU

1989/90 -0.002 0.01402 0.02902 0.00602 0.00902 0.03702 0.00802 0.02602 0.04802 0.05902 0.06602 -0.011 -0.018 0.00602 0.06902 -0.024 -0.015
2008/09 -0.0131 -0.0031 0.03888 0.02988 0.03488 0.01288 0.00088 0.04788 0.07188 0.10288 0.10988 -0.0221 -0.0241 0.04288 0.10588 -0.0321 -0.0321
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Political leanings by college category: pact conservative or far right
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80
   80-

90    90+ Priv Pub

Private Public HBCU
1972 0.02 0.02 0.03 0.03 0.02 0.04 0.03 0.00 -0.03 -0.04 -0.04 -0.01 0.00 -0.04 0.05 -0.06 0.01
1989/90 0.03 0.01 0.05 0.03 0.04 0.05 0.04 0.03 0.00 -0.04 -0.05 -0.02 0.01 -0.04 0.10 -0.09 -0.06
2008/09 0.02 0.00 0.02 0.02 -0.02 -0.01 -0.03 -0.04 -0.10 -0.13 -0.11 0.03 -0.02 -0.05 0.03 -0.12 -0.03
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Political view is conservative or far right, private colleges in 25-50 percentile

Private 25-50, Catholic Private 25-50, Evangelical Private 25-50, Other
1972 0.00 0.05 0.01
1989/90 0.03 0.05 -0.03
2008/09 0.02 0.18 -0.05
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